Houston County Commissioners Meeting

January 6, 2015
Perry, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Human Resources Director Ken Carter, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Utility Service Manager Jeff Chandler, Assistant District Attorney Dan Bibler, Walt and Becky Wood, Danyelle George and Amy Red of Butler, Williams & Wyche, Jimmy Autry Senior Vice-President Flint Energies, Darlene McLendon-President/CEO Perry Chamber of Commerce, and County Attorney Tom Hall.  

Commissioner Walker led the audience in the Invocation.

Former US Air Force Master Sergeant Michael Bradford led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his 16 year military career.  He took an early retirement in August of 2014 to help care for an ailing relative.  Married with three sons, two of which have autism, he credits his wife’s unwavering support of his military career for much of his success.  Among many other duty assignments, he served at Robins Air Force Base for seven years beginning in 1998.  He had seven deployments during his service including one year in Korea without his family.  Although raised in Virginia, he and his family returned to Houston County to live primarily because it is such a welcoming community.  Currently employed at the Houston County Water Department, he thanked Jeff Chandler and the Board for the opportunity to work for the County.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of December 16, 2014.

Mr. Thomson stated that a request for abandonment of an easement submitted by Robert and Julie Mayo of 124 Sasser Drive was tabled at the December 16, 2014 meeting for further review and explained that the applicants have since formally withdrawn their application.  No action is required by the Board of Commissioners.  

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Applications #1850 and #1851 for home occupation businesses.  Mr. Andrews stated that both applications comply with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval of both applications.  Mr. Andrews indicated that Application #1850 is for a non-profit youth services business called Girls on the Run that seeks to help young girls from 3rd grade through 8th grade cope with life’s challenges.  No activity will take place at the home except for the home office administrative functions.  The program will start with about fifteen youths and possibly expand to as many as two hundred.  Mr. Andrews also indicated that Application #1851 is for a scientific and technical consulting business that will require a home office only.
Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses. The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.
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Application #1850 was submitted by Cari Kollman.  The property is located at 329 Royal Crest Circle, Kathleen, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 91, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 28, Block “D”, Section 5, Phase 2 of Royal Oaks subdivision, consisting of 0.54 acres.  Existing use is R-1.  Proposed use is for a Special Exception Home Occupation Non-Profit Youth Services business with no change in zoning.
Application #1851 was submitted by Jan Ewing. The property is located at 128 Smoke Rise Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 92, 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 15, Block ‘G”, Section 5, Phase 2 of Quail Run subdivision, consisting of 1.62 acres. Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Scientific and Technical Consulting business with no change in zoning.  

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on applications #1850 and 1851.

Ms. Cari Kollman, applicant for Application #1850, stated that she is excited to offer this program. 

Mr. Jan Ewing, applicant for Application #1851, stated that he is proud to be a part of the Middle Georgia community and appreciated the Board’s recognition of our military veterans.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Special Exception Applications #1850 and #1851 to include any and all stipulations as noted on the Zoning & Appeals recommendation and Section 95 requirements staff report.

Mr. Andrews informed each applicant that the next step in the process would be to obtain a business license through the Commissioner’s office at the Annex building on Carl Vinson Parkway.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the hire of Mr. Eugene Radford for the position of Heavy Equipment Operator at the Landfill at Grade 13-E effective January 8, 2015.
County Attorney Tom Hall presented a first reading and public hearing to Section 26-62(a)(4)d.3 concerning additional emergency powers that may be exercised during a declared local state of emergency.  He explained that since only the legislature holds the authority to regulate firearms this amendment is necessary to bring the County’s ordinance in line with State law.  Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing.

Chief Williams commented that the current ordinance was enacted sometime in 2012 and was more or less a boiler-plate ordinance that was adopted statewide.  A local gun rights advocacy group brought this matter to the Chief’s attention recently.

With no other public comments Chairman Stalnaker re-opened the regular meeting.
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The first reading and public hearing requires no formal action by the Board.  A second reading and public hearing will be held at the January 20, 2015 Board meeting in Warner Robins at 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of the annual vehicle maintenance bid for the Sheriff Department and certain other fleet vehicles jointly to Five Star Ford of Warner Robins and David Ragan Ford of Perry for the period January 6, 2015 through December 31, 2015 and an option for January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.

Chairman Stalnaker commented that the bid award was being split between two local dealerships so that the County may take advantage of both pricing and convenience.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $2,771,041.58.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.

Walton Wood, 426 Sandefur Road, Kathleen commented that the Five Star Ford dealership has always provided him excellent service.  Chairman Stalnaker agreed and stated that we were fortunate to have both of these excellent dealerships in Houston County.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized Darlene McLendon, President/CEO of the Perry Chamber of Commerce and thanked her for attending the meeting.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Each Commissioner wished everyone a Happy New Year and a prosperous 2015.  Chairman Stalnaker did the same and remarked that the County has an aggressive agenda of projects in 2015.  He also thanked the Board, County employees and, most importantly, the citizens for their support.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to enter into Executive Session for Land Acquisition matters as allowed by O.C.G.A.§ 50-14-3(b)(1) and Attorney/Client matters as allowed by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-2(1).

Upon returning, Chairman Stalnaker reconvened the regular Board meeting.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize the purchase of 388.8 acres of land, being Tracts, A, B, C & D as shown on the plat of survey at Plat Book 72, Page 159, Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior Court, located on Oaky Woods Road from Jerry Alva Davis and Katie D. Andrew for a purchase price of $1,850 per acre.  The Chairman is authorized to sign the contract and sign all closing documents in connection with the purchase of the property.
Chairman Stalnaker commented that a portion of the property may be considered for planned County facilities and also for potential industrial development.  Mr. McMichael commented that the County was getting a good deal on a strategically located property.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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